
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, May 20, 2013 

 

 
A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 
was held on Monday, May 20, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 
at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. Beck, Council 
Members Matt Casey, Megan Moylan, Rob Jacknewitz, Rick Vilcek, Camille 
Greenwald, Connie Williams, Ed Notter and Michael Jones.  Also present were Amy 
Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING NO. 1 

 

Bill No. 5366 

FY 2013-2014 City Budget 

 

At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Beck called a Public Hearing to order to allow comment on the 
City's proposed Fiscal Year Budget for 2013-2014.  All Council members were 
present. 
 
City Manager Amy Hamilton gave an overview presentation of the proposed Fiscal 
Year Budget for the City for 2013-2014. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the Council had participated in a Budget Workshop on April 29, 
2013. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated there has been healthy growth in sales tax revenue this current 
fiscal year to date and we are reflecting that the upcoming year will consistently hold 
the actual revenue we are seeing today, with a little bit of growth with some new 
stores opening such as the Microsoft Store in the Saint Louis Galleria.  Health care 
premiums, utilities, solid waste collection expenses continue to rise. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City' budget was dependent on sales tax revenue and the 
sales tax revenues are stable. Ms. Hamilton stated this balanced budget allows for the 
continuation of quality municipal services such as residential trash removal and 
recycling, leaf-pick up, roadway and sidewalk maintenance, recreational 
programming and public safety services. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated assessed valuations both commercial and residential for the City 
have seen little improvement, reflecting that the housing and commercial downturn 
still has an effect. 

 



Ms. Hamilton stated the Council’s goal is to have a 25% minimum fund balance at all 
times and at a third of year savings at all times.   Ms. Hamilton stated the Parks & 
Recreation Fund are right at target, with the other two funds (General and Fire) are 
well above that target. 

 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City proposes a 3% merit increase for employees to take 
effect July 1 this year.  Ms. Hamilton stated health care insurance premiums have 
increased 6%, dental premiums at 5.9% increase.  Ms. Hamilton stated the City would 
be holding the line on expenditures by continuing to cut spending when appropriate 
and minimizing costs.   
 
Ms. Hamilton asked if there were any questions regarding the proposed budget. 
 
At approximately 7:40 p.m., with no further questions from the audience or Council, 
Mayor Beck declared the public hearing on the FY 2013-2014 Budget, closed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING NO. 2 

 

Community Development Block Grant Funds Appropriation 

January 1, 2014 

 

At 7:30 p.m., Mayor Beck called a Public Hearing to discuss and hear public 
comment on the CDBG Funding for FY 2014. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated that this year’s award is again in the amount of $20,000 and the 
proposed usage for the funds is rehabilitation of private properties through the 
County’s home improvement program. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated the City has used these funds in this manner for the 
rehabilitation/home improvement program of private properties of low to moderate 
income families for numerous years and currently there is no waiting list to access 
these funds for qualified homeowners.  Ms. Hamilton stated up to $5,000 per request 
could be handled for these qualified owner-occupied residents and would be available 
after January 1, 2014. 
 
Ms. Hamilton stated there is still some $33,000 in funds existing now that could be 
utilized from previous CDBG funds and encouraged eligible residents to apply now. 
Ms. Hamilton stated interested and eligible parties could contact St. Louis County for 
details on the program, as the County handles the funds' disbursement and to consider 
these future funds as well which will be available after January 1, 2014. 
 
An audience attendance sheet was passed around for signatures acknowledging the 
Public Hearing and a handout with explanation of the program was distributed. 
 
At approximately 7:43 p.m., with no questions from the Council or audience, Mayor 
Beck declared the public hearing regarding CDBF funds, closed. 



 
REGULAR MEETING 

 

At approximately 7:44 p.m., Mayor Beck called the Regular Meeting of May 20, 
2013 to order.  All council members were present. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Proclamations 

Public Works Week 

EMS Services Week 

 

Mayor Beck read Proclamations honoring Public Works Week and Emergency 

Medical Service Employees Week, stating he feels the City has the BEST employees 

in the area, and residents should be very proud of the work these employees provide.  

Mayor Beck stated he receives numerous heart-felt letters and calls complimenting 

the City’s employees on the fine service they provide and he feels our staff deserves 

the praise. 

 

Mr. Jones presented a few announcements, including thanks to all those who helped 

make the first Art Fest a success.  Special thanks to Chairman Camille Greenwald and 

the Friends of Richmond Heights for their work in pulling together this great 

Centennial event. 

 

Mr. Jones announced the groundbreaking for the Veteran’s Memorial Gazebo will be 

Thursday, May 23 at The Heights at 5:30 p.m. and invited everyone to join the 

Veterans and local officials for the ceremony. 

 

Mr. Jones stated the Police Department’s “Walk-n-Talk” schedule is out for 2013, 

with an officer walking the neighborhood to meet residents.  Mr. Jones stated you can 

find the schedule on www.rhpolice.org. 

 

Mr. Jones stated the next Centennial Committee Meeting will be held on May 30 at 

The Heights at 7:00 p.m. Planning the rest of the events for our Centennial year is on 

the agenda. 

 

Mr. Jones stated June 1 is the date planned for the next walking tour event –this time 

for the central Richmond Heights area; call The Heights for reservations. 

 

Mr. Jones reminded everyone that Monday, May 27 is Memorial Day and encouraged 

all residents to show their support by flying the Flag. 

 



Ms. Greenwald thanked everyone who helped to make the Art Fest such a success; 

great cooperation from each department.  Ms. Greenwald stated the residents and 

visitors alike showed up, and showed much enthusiasm for the event.  Ms. Greenwald 

thanked Parker’s Table for hosting the Friday night event which kicked off the Art 

Fest. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Jonathan Parker, Parker’s Table-7118 Oakland Avenue-suggested the Council 

consider installing decorative street lamps on the Oakland Avenue business area 

behind the Tip Top Cleaners on Clayton Road.  Mr. Parker distributed photo copies of 

what the street might look like with the decorative street light fixtures in place.  Mr. 

Parker stated the improvements would highlight this business area of the city. 

 

Mayor Beck thanked Mr. Parker for bringing his idea to the Council and would 

perhaps encourage other businesses to that area.  Mayor Beck stated the city might be 

able to look for grants for that type of improvements. 

 

Erma Nevels-asked that the City please look into the weed situation that has grown 

behind her house again.  Ms. Nevels stated this area is a perpetual problem and she 

would like to see the very tall weeds/grass mowed and the problem resolved. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

May 6, 2013 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion of approval of the minutes of the 

Regular Meeting of May 6, 2013.  Carried unanimously with exception of Mr. Vilcek 

who abstained as he did not attend that meeting. 

 

Special Council Meeting 

May 15, 2013 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion of approval of the minutes of 

the Special Council Meeting of May 15, 2013.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Community Development Block Grant Funds 

Council approval 



 
Ms. Hamilton asked the Council if they wished to approve the appropriation of the 
$20,000 Community Development Block Grant Funds to be used for rehabilitation of 
private properties through the County’s home improvement program. 
 
Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to approve the funds for home 

improvement/rehabilitation.  Carried unanimously. 

 

Preventive Maintenance Contract Agreement 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated Staff would like to execute a maintenance agreement for all 

systems for HVAC systems in the City Hall, Public Safety Building and at The 

Heights.  Ms. Hamilton stated we have new and existing equipment  which would be 

serviced through this contract with Jarrell Mechanical to insure equipment warranties 

and on-going preventative maintenance.  Ms. Hamilton stated the contract expense 

has been budgeted in this FY beginning July 1, 2013. 

 

Mr. Notter asked if we could put off approval as he has not been able to examine the 

documents sent due to computer malfunction. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated she will forward hard copies of the documents to Mr. Notter for 

his review and there is no problem waiting until the next meeting, June 3 for 

Council’s consideration. 

 

1% COLA increase for employees 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the proposed budget includes a 3% merit increase for employees 

who qualify, but asked if the Council would consider a 1% COLA for all pay scales 

across the board.  Ms. Hamilton stated if we did add the additional COLA 1% it 

would have an impact to the General Fund of approximately $65,000 and the Parks & 

Recreation fund at $11,200.  This would allow those new employees that would not 

get a merit increase in July to be eligible and those topped out at Step 10 pay scale, 

would be eligible for that 1% increase.  Ms. Hamilton stated the refining of the 

budget numbers has brought the General Fund to the good and the Recreation Fund is 

now balanced.  Ms. Hamilton stated this would go into effect July 1 and she wanted 

to get the feedback from the Council to see if they felt comfortable adding the 1% 

COLA which has not been done since 2009-10. 

 

Mayor Beck stated he had reviewed the proposal and asked if the city would make the 

COLA a 2% total amount, perhaps adding that second 1% in January, 2014.  Mayor 

Beck stated he would like to get back to giving that 2% as had been done in the past. 



 

Ms. Hamilton stated she was fine with whatever the Council was comfortable with, 

but it could be shown in the upcoming budget even if we did not administer it this 

fiscal year. 

 

Mr. Notter stated we have just read two Proclamations making the statement our 

employees are the “best” there are, so he does not have a problem with this proposal. 

 

Mr. Jones asked if this would affect salaries with relationship to the Pension and 

actuary study. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the Pension actuarial study would note these salary adjustments. 

 

Mayor Beck stated he knows he had not brought this up previously to the Council for 

their consideration, but feels things are moving along well for the City and we still 

have our reserves much above what we have to be. Mayor Beck stated he hoped we 

could do this for the employees.  Mayor Beck stated the City had been telling the 

employees for some time we are doing our best and with things looking better, now 

might be the time. 

 

Mr. Vilcek stated he felt this is a good idea, but perhaps waiting until January 1, 2014 

for the second 1% would be more prudent. 

 

Mr. Notter stated if the reserves were healthy enough, we should do the 2% at this 

time. 

 

Ms. Williams stated she thought this was a good idea and employees deserve it if we 

can afford it. 

 

Mr. Jacknewitz agreed as well. 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, that the City appropriate a 2% COLA 

increase for employees, effective July 1, 2013.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

None.   

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 



Bill No. 5365; second reading 

Authorizes Mayor to sign contract 

With St. Louis County Police Department 

To utilize the SLC Police Department’s Computer 

Assisted Report Entry System/CARE 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 
No. 5365.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5365 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 
MISSOURI, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT TO UTILIZE THE ST. LOUIS 
COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT'S COMPUTER ASSISTED REPORT ENTRY 
SYSTEM/CARE. 
 
Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5365.  AYES:  Mr. Casey, Ms. 
Williams, Mr. Jacknewitz Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Greenwald, Mr. Jones, Ms. Moylan, Mr. 
Notter and Mayor Beck. NAYS:  None. 
 
Mayor Beck declared Bill No. 5365, approved. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5366; first reading 

Adopts proposed budget for Fiscal year 2013-2014 

 

Mr. Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill No. 
5366.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5366 was presented and read. 
 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BUDGET OF ANTICIPATED CASH REVENUE 
AND CASH DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE GENERAL FUND, FIRE AND 
EMERGENCY SERVICES FUND, RECREATION/STORMWATER FUND, 
PARC-MAPLEWOOD POOL FUND, POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICE AND 
COMMUNITY TOGETHER/PACT FUND, POLICE DEPARTMENT FEDERAL 
FORFEITURE FUND, CENTENNIAL FUND, COURT COSTS TRAINING FUND, 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, REVOLVING EQUIPMENT 
REPLACEMENT FUNDS, PROJECT FINANCING FUNDS, SPECIAL 
OBLIGATION & BUILD AMERICA SPECIAL OBLIGATION BONDS FUND, 
CTS PROJECT FUND, TAX INCREMENT FINANCING FUNDS, LATERAL 
SEWER REPAIR FUND, AND MANHASSETT VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (NID) FUNDS OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 
HEIGHTS, MISSOURI FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2014; 
APPROPRIATING THE AMOUNTS SET OUT FOR EACH ITEM OF GENERAL 
OPERATIONS, PROVIDING FOR THE PLANNING OF CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURES AND MAJOR PROJECTS, AND REPEALING ALL 



ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT OR IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH.  
 
Bill No. 5366 was laid over to the next meeting. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

None. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 7:50 p.m., Mr. 
Jones moved, Mr. Vilcek seconded, a motion to adjourn.   Carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 
 

______________________________ 
       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 
       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
APPROVAL: 
 
________________________ 
 

 

 
 


